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digested in rectified spirit. The tincture thus ohtained is
now filtered and subjected to distillation, when impure
quinine remains in the retort in the form of a brown viscid
substance. This is next saturated with very dilute
sulphuric acid; the solution is again filtered, and after-
wards set aside to crystallize. The yellowish crystals of
disulphate of quinine thus obtained are next drained in a
cloth, pressed, again dissolved in water, and decolorized
by adding animal charcoal. The solution is then evaporated
and set aside to recrystallize. The crystals, after being
well drained, are dried with great care. Although there
are several methods of preparing this interesting substance,
the process given above may be considered one of the best
The disulphate (or sulphate, as it is commonly called)
of quinine is considered one of the most important tonics
known in pharmacy, while as a febrifuge it has the highest
reputation. In restoring energy to weakened constitutions,
and in allaying neuralgic and other nervous pains, it has no
equal in medicine.

PARAFFINS OIL.

This useful oil, now so generally employed for burning
in table-lamps, is obtained, under Mr. Young's patent, by
the distillation of Boghead coal, cannel coal, etc., at a lower
temperature than is required to produce ordinary coal-gas
for illuminating purposes.

The coal (Boghead) is first broken into small pieces, and
is then placed in perpendicular retorts about 11 feet in
height. The coal is introduced into the retorts by means
of conical " hoppers " at their upper extremities. A set of
four such retorts is built into one large furnace, the lower